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With six months          
under our belts as 
Minnesota District 
Officers, it gives us 
great joy to bring 
back this newsletter, 
ñThe Northen Light.ò               
 
 

In addition to our new email account (alphamndistrictdirector@gmail.com), 
and new website (www.alphamn.org/district-of-minnesota), this quarterly 
newsletter will serve as our official arms of communication for the District.         
Additionally, at times, we may sent quick note or calendar invites to the Alpha 
MN GroupMe account. In this newsletter, we also hope to share updates and 
information from the Midwestern Region, Mu Chapter, Gamma Xi Lambda 
Chapter and the Raymond W. Cannon Education as well.   
 

Since our election and appointment, in the case of Bro. Executive Director, 
weôve been quiet busy representing you, attending regional leadership meet-
ings, ratifying our Constitution and Bylaws, hosting District events, solidifying 
our leadership team, consulting with other AlphaMN leaders, and planning 
the District Convention; many of those endeavors are highlighted in this 
newsletter. 
 

Thank you for your support, encouragement, counsel and participation              
in the conversations, work and events that has already occurred. We look            
forward to continue working on behalf of and with you in pursuit of                  
ña Greater Alpha IMPACT in Minnesota.ò  
 

Fraternally, 
 
 

Bro. Carlos Sneed Bro. Jayden Montez  Bro. Frantz Joseph 
District Director Assistant District Director Executive Director 



 

 

Meet Your District Officers 

 

DISTRICT DIRECTOR                    
BRO. CARLOS D. SNEED 

 
Brother Carlos Sneed was elected to 
serve as Minnesota District Director in 
March 2025. Bro. Sneed was initiated 
into the Fraternity through Gamma Xi 
Lambda on April 18, 2015. Since          
becoming an Alpha, he has served in 
several key positions in GXL, includ-
ing Director of Education (2015-2016), 
Vice President (2016-2018), President 
(2018-2022), Chapter Dean (several 
times), Dean of Membership (2022-
2024), and other committee involve-
ment in the Midwestern Region of  
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., and 
the Raymond W. Cannon Education 
Foundation (2015-present). 
 
Professionally, Bro. Sneed has over 
thirty years experience in college       
student affairs administration, He  
currently serves as Associate Vice 
President/Associate Dean of Students 
at Hamline University. Bro. Sneed has 
also worked at Washington University 
and the University of Wisconsin-River 
Falls.  
 
A proud southerner, Bro. Sneed hails 
from Clarksville, Tennessee. Sneed 
earned his bachelors degree in Afro- 
and African American Studies and  
Psychology at Washington University 
(MO) and his masters degree in High-
er Education and Student Affairs from 
Bowling Green State University (OH). 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR                 
BRO. FRANTZ B. JOSEPH 

 
Bro. Frantz B. Joseph was appointed 
to serve as the Executive Director for 
the District of Minnesota in March 
2025. He was initiated into Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, Inc. through Gamma 
Xi Lambda Chapter on April 9th, 2019. 
Since that time, Bro. Joseph has held 
several key positions of responsibility 
and influence. He served as the Direc-
tor of Education (2029-2024), repre-
sented the Chapter as of our three 
NPHC representatives (2019-2022). 
Additionally, he chaired Gamma Xi 
Lambdaôs Friends and Family Cookout 
(2022ï2025) and was a member of 
the planning committee for The Dako-
ta fundraiser events (2021ï2025). 
Bro. Joseph also served as a member 
of the Raymond W. Cannon Founda-
tion Board of Directors (2023ï2025). 
 
A native of Haiti, Joseph emigrated to 
the United States in 2009. He earned  
a Bachelor of Science in Biology from 
Minnesota State University Moorhead, 
and three masters degrees in Business 
Administration (Hamline University), 
Environmental Science (Southern       
Illinois University-Edwardsville),            
and Civil Engineering (University of 
Minnesota).  
 
Bro. Joseph is employed as an Envi-
ronmental Engineer with Hazen and 
Sawyer (St. Paul, MN). 

 

ASST. DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
BRO. JAYDEN A. MONTEZ 

 
Brother Jayden Montez was elected to 
serve as the Assistant District Director 
for the state of Minnesota in April 
2025. Bro. Montez was initiated into 
Alpha Phi Alpha through the Mighty 
Mu chapter on March 2, 2025. He is 
particularly proud to have become a 
member of the Fraternity through          
the District of Minnesota, following           
in the footsteps of his father, Bro.          
Antonio Montez (GXL,  Spring ó08) 
who also served as his Chief Dean.  
 
In addition to being Assistant District 
Director, Bro. Montez also serves as 
the Vice President of Mu Chapter.  
 
Bro. Jayden Montez was born and 
raised in St. Paul, MN. Two little 
known facts about Bro. Montez are 
that he participated in the ACT Prep 
Program and received the Raymond 
W. Cannon Scholarship as a high 
school student. He is a Junior at                       
Augsburg University, where he is          
majoring in data science and minoring 
in computer science with an anticipat-
ed graduation date of Fall 2026.  
 
After graduation, he plans on becom-
ing a data analyst and possibly getting 
a masters degree in data science, and 
can't wait to do the work of Alpha for 
many years to come.  

The District of Minnesota is one of thirteen districts in the Midwestern Region of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity,     
Incorporated. As such, the District implements and organizes initiatives, programs and efforts across alumni             
and collegiate chapters in the State of Minnesota. The District also spearheads relationship building with colleges 
and universities, corporations, foundations, non-profit organizations, and other entities whose work support           
the mission, objectives and aims of Alpha Phi Fraternity, Inc.  
 

The District is led by the District Director (alumni member), the Assistant District Director (collegiate member) 
and the Executive Director with assistance from other appointed members of the Leadership Team. 



 

 

Pursuing a Greater Alpha IMPACT in Minnesota: 
The Platform, The Plan, The Road Map 

Develop a District Leadership Team to assist with development of strategic plan, 
address issues and opportunities, and create District-wide initiatives.  

Create a District Constitution that aligns with Minnesota Chapters, Midwestern  
Region and General Organization Constitutions.  

Provide quarterly written reports (updates) to brothers concerning District,           
Regional and National Fraternal news.  

Strengthen the Minnesota District Convention to focus on fostering brotherhood, 
facilitating professional development, improving organizational effectiveness, 
enhancing strategic planning, addressing District and Region business matters,  
and cultivating relationships with universities, corporate partners, and organiza-
tions that share aligned values, goals, and missions.  

I 
ñIncrease                
Internal                 
District               

Organization                                 
and                          

Best Practicesò 

M 
ñMaximize             
Alpha MN            
Effectiveness                                              
through                  
Chapter                  

Developmentò 

In collaboration with both chapters, develop a new initiative that assists new 
brothers entering into Alpha (e.g. neophyte training programming) as well as 
brothers new to Minnesota (e.g. welcoming and engagement programming). 

Review and Update our Memorandum of Understanding to include additional 
colleges/ universities which, in essence, expands Muôs charter.  

Collaborate with Gamma Xi Lambda and the Mu Advisor (team) in developing   
a five-year strategic plan to improve Mu chapter effectiveness through training, 
advising, membership development and relationship among collegiate brothers 
with particular focus on organizational, brotherhood, identity, leadership,              
academic and financial development activities.  

Investigate the feasibility of chartering additional chapters in Minnesota.  

P 
 

ñPursue and                 
Promote                 
Strategic                  

Partnershipsò 

Building on the Alpha MN brand, increase collaboration between the District, 
Raymond W. Cannon Education Foundation and local chapters to establish stra-
tegic partnerships with local education, corporate, non-profit, civic, and commu-
nity organizations. The goal of our partnerships will be to amplify our collective 
impact in the areas of Education Attainment, Community Engagement, Youth 
Development, and Civic Engagement with a focus on addressing issues of eco-
nomic, political, and social equity.  

Advance partnership between Alpha Minnesota and University of Minnesota  
Fraternity and Sorority Life, which holds the charter for Mu chapter, as well as 
the respective offices at Augsburg University and Hamline University.  

Leverage relationships with other Divine Nine organizations, including working 
specifically with their state/district leaders, to address issues impacting commu-
nities, men and youth of color in Minnesota  

ƀDevelop stronger relationships and partnerships with other surrounding dis-
tricts in the Region to maximize resources, solve common challenges and foster 
greater brotherhood across districts (e.g., Iowa, Wisconsin).  



 

 

Pursuing a Greater Alpha IMPACT in Minnesota: 
The Platform, The Plan, The Road Map 

A 
ñActivate Greater   
Brotherhood               
Involvement in                
Chapter, District                                    
and Regional                
Activitiesò 

C 
ñCultivate Stronger       
Communication,                        
Collaboration  and 
Synergy Among                 
Alpha Minnesota              
Organizationsòò 

T 
ñStrengthen                     
Stewardship                
of Our Talents,                   

Time and Treasureò 

Assist Gamma Xi Lambda in creating and implementing a reclamation 
initiative, inclusive of óghostô brothers.  

Increase AlphaMN presence and participation in Midwestern Region 
(e.g., publications, MWR convention award/competitions, leadership   
and service  opportunities, including a Mu candidate for AVP within the 
next 5 years).  

Host Midwestern leaders (VP, AVP, CofS, ED, other leaders)  at a District            
Convention and/or other in-person and virtual district  activities.  

Assist in the proposal development, planning and hosting the Midwestern                 
Regional Convention (proposal submission within 3 years).  

Institute an annual fundraising initiative for the District, potentially re-
sulting   in the return of the Black and Gold Ball.  

Utilize brothersô interest and talents in District programming.  

Update and distribute a directory of brothersô professional expertise and                  
personal interests.  

Unofficially ñadoptò a local non-profit organization(s) to support with                        
programming, resources and skills of Minnesota brothers.  

Ensure greater alignment between the District, Chapters and the Cannon 
Foundation activities by hosting quarterly meetings between the entities.  

In collaboration with chapters and Foundation, continue to document, 
preserve and disseminate Alpha history in Minnesota, including the              
resurrection of ñThe Northern Starò Newsletter.  

Assist with improvements to and the creation of greater synergy for Alpha 
MN website and social media/marketing among District, Foundation and 
Chapters for a more inclusive presentation of Alpha in Minnesota.  

Coordinate/participate in quarterly meetings with state directors of            
Divine Nine organizations.  

"Esprit De Fraternite" 
Bro. Charles H. Garvin, Fourth General President 

 

An Alpha Phi Alpha manès attitude should not be åhow much can I derive from the Fraternity?æ but åhow much can I do for the  
Fraternity?æ In proportion to what he does for his chapter and for Alpha Phi Alpha will a member receive lasting benefit from              
the Fraternity to himself in the way of self development by duty well done and by the respect of brothers well served. 

 

A memberès duties should be: 

¶ Prompt payment of all Financial obligations, the prime requisite of successful Fraternal life; 

¶ the doing of good scholastic work in his chosen vocation, there by accomplishing the real end of a college course; 

¶ the reasonable endeavor to participate in general college activities and social service and to excel therein; 

¶ the proper consideration of all things, with appropriate attention to the high moral standards of Alpha Phi Alpha.. 



 

 

Brothers and Guests at the First Annual Derby Day Event, Pique Travel Design Center, Excelsior, MN May 3, 2025 

Summer-In-Review 

Brother and other D9 Members at the BSU Cookout, 
University of Minnesota-Twin Cities, May 9, 2025. 

Brothers with Brother Midwestern Region Vice President  
Frank Stacy at the Brotherhood Night Cap, July 26, 2025.  

Brothers at the Annual Fraternity Cookout, Newell Park, St. Paul, MN, July 26, 2025. 



 

 

Summer-In-Review 

Brothers at the District of Minnesota Kick-off, Saturday, April 12. 

Brothers at the NPHC Picnic, Saturday, August 16, 2025.

Brothers Marcel Allen and 
Isaiah Walker at the Cookout. 

Brother RVP Frank Stacy (C) with 
Brothers DD Ward and DD Sneed. 

Brothers having breakfast 
with Bro. RVP Frank Stacy. 

GXL Convention Delegates -  
Bros. Robinson, Hall and King 

Brothers Will Moore, Latano Hall and Marcel Allen 

Brother Presidents Raazon King 
and Jon Knighten                                        

at the General Convention. 

Brothers Elgin Eason and                       
Damon Starks at the NPHC 
School Supply Drive. 

Brothers with Divine Nine Members at University of Minnesota                                 
Black Student Union BBQ, May 9, 2025. 

Like Father, Like Son. 
Brother David Woods and Brother Charles Woods. 



 

 

Raymond W. Cannon Education Foundation 
  
 
 
 
 

2025 Cannon Scholarship Recipients  

Judah Johnson-Nixon 
Benilde-St. Margaret's 
Attending: Hampton University 
Major: Environmental Science, Ecosystems Science 
 

Raphael Johnson-Nixon 
Benilde-St. Margaret's 
Attending: Hampton University 
Major: History, English, Business. Minor: Marketing, Philosophy 
 

Nolan Christopher Kent 

Minnehaha Academy 
Attending: Florida A&M University 
Major: Business & Marketing. Minor: Psychology 
 

Elijah Jacob Moen 
Roseville Area High School 
Attending: University of St. Thomas  
Major: Mechanical Engineering 

The Raymond W. Cannon Scholarship is awarded to male high school students of  African descent                                     
who graduate from Twin Cities high schools and are pursuing a degree from or a college or university. 

What a Year for the                
Raymond W. Cannon        
Education Foundation! 
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